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V-2
Lanier U-2 Conversion

The cheapest way to fly

It's been a couple months's since | originally wrote this article. In that time I've had some
pretty impressive flights with my U-2. I've had to glue the nose back on a couple times as
well. On several flights | almost lost my U-2 to thermals, | couldn't get the plane out of it.
Several times I've spent 5 minutes at low altitude circling the field in light lift only landing
when | was ready. I've looped it as well, granted it was a big cursive lower case E, but it
does loop. For more durability, Danny Drennon has slipped a U-2 fuse into a pair of Panty
hose and stiffened it up greatly while increasing it's strength at minimal weight gain. He
used Elmers glue thinned to hold the hose on. So with much confidence | recommend this
airplane to all that want a fun and economical floater.

Lanier's U-2 (or who would build a Butterfly)

A little over a year ago, | had the pleasure if building a Dynaflite Butterfly wing for
Gary Himes. After completion of the wing, | shipped the rest of the construction to
Gary; I'd HAD ENOUGH! Still upon completion the Butterfly flew quite nice. Just a
big powered glider doncha know. On calm, late summer nights or moderate thermal
days, this is the type of airplane that is fun to play with. Now Dynaflite's kits are not
necessarily bad kits, they just build differently than EVERYONE else's. Then there is
the rather substantial price tag involved.

I'd seen a viable alternative named the DoodleBug by a company | don't quite remember.
Problem with the DoodleBug is its cost is rather a lot up there too. Then Jim ordered in a
couple of Lanier's U-2 Free Flight gliders. Jim had realized that this was the DoodleBug kit
without the extra pieces. Danny Drennon stuck a Cox .049 on the nose of one and started
having a real bang-up time with it. When the next order with U-2s came in, | took one
home and overnight | had a flying machine. And it flies as well or better than a Butterfly.

How do ya do it? For those of you who are un-adventurous, here's what you need.
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